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Mile/Langs/Revere ¢ naj
The Michigan Departmel
of Environmental
requested the assistal

the LULS. Envirgnmenta
Priotaction
Fmergency Resg“gse “Tearr
{USEPA} 10 lncate,  deline
the contamination  and
identily the source.

What area is affected by '

the PCB contamination?
Contamination is iscla-
ted in the 10 Mile Drainage
District.  The  system,
bardered lo the north and
south by Bon Bras and
Lange and to the cast and
west by Jefferson and
Herper avenues, and at tha
Qutlet near the "harse-shoe
shaped™ 10 Mile/Lange/
Revere canals. It ilandles
SLOAT water rife
appiorinately 258 dchs:g
5t Clair Siy

What types:
have
Far?

water, air, and wipe samples

wera collocted from storm
and sanitary sewers in the
10 Mile Drainage Distric
and in the 10 MilefLanoe)
Revere canals, ;
What are you fouking foi
the samplas?

All sediment and water
samples were analyzed for
PCBs and cight metals
including arsenic, barium,
cadmium, chromivm, load,
mercury,  selenium,  and
siver. In addition, sedimant
and watar samples were
alsa dnalyred for valatie
and semi-valatile arganic
compounds.  pesicides,
herbicides  and
metals.

Vhat have you l[bund 2

Preliminary results
cate the highest levs
PCBs were found i
storm  sewer near
intersection of Bon.-Brag
Avenue E-Strest (129
parts per milfion total PCBE
n sediment). PCBs Have
Alsn been identified in the
canal &l concentrabions as
high &5 4,900 ppm nsar the
LUt Tom the SLorm Sewer
into the canal.

Iz iy desoking water safe?

Yos, The 10 Mile Drain-
age District is not the same
systemn thet brings drinking
water into the City,

-, stable

\é}agency A

Inn additiofs inta

“weell,

additicnal  Consumption

wWhat are BCEs?
PCBs are a group of more
than 200 similar manmacde
chemicals. They are oily
fiquids or solids, clear o
yellow in color with na smell
ur taste. They are found as
misluies, and  are  very
and resistant Lo
treme temperature and
essure.
that are PCHs used for?
CBs were widely used in
jcal equipment i
cnﬁé?ﬁ!ors
transtormers.  They  Wiors:
alsn used in hydraulic fio

heat ftansfer figi
lubricants, plastics, zncr
tomponents  of  surfaé

coatings and inks,
e PCBs siflf used {n
indusiry?

No, Cammercial
prcductmn of PCBs ended
in 1977 beécause of health
effects  associated  with
exposure,. In 1870 the
USEPA banned the use of
RCEs,
How do PCBs get into the
BIIFORTIEHTY

FCES have been relcased
the  environmeant
hrougte spills, feaks from
i and other
quipment, and proper
disposal and starage,
How gan | be exposed 1o
FCB

BEBs can enter the body
ating  or  dririking
nated food, through
breaths, or by skin

in fatty lssue.
ot aliminate
[hey «an
accumulate in the body.
Muast people sie exposed
te PCOs hy eating
contaminated fish, meat,
and dairy prodicts. Some
bottern-feeding, freshwater
fish may eat sediments
comtaining  PCBs  while
scavenging. Catfish and
carp  usually have the
highest PCB fevels, The
2001 Michigan Fish
Advisory
udes racommendations
the gating of fish
gke St Clair due
SO,
POBs affect my

Getting” sick fram being
exposed to NCBs depends
an the fallowing:

with other

LAHPRIE

chemizals
The

associaled wilh wxposuie o

heaith Bffects

-
cause .

PCBs have been studied in
both humans and animals.
Several factars have
complicated tha evaluastion
of hegith effects. Some PCB
mixtures have a greater
abifity than othars to harm
your body. Impurities in PCB
MiXWres may he mare taxic

than  PCBs &t lower
concentrations.
people, PCBs  can

estg. the skin and may

GCHiv
these effects are uncertain in
humans.

Large amounts of PCBs
given to laboratory animals
over a short time can cause
cancer, However, studies of
human workers exposed to
high levels of PCES Tar long
periods have not
comsistently  shown  that
PCBs cause cancer In
humans. USEPA has
classified PCBs as proh-
able  cancer-  causing
chemicals, but there is no
ovidence that PCBEs gause
cancer at the low levels
normal i

e suring
s‘ure ta largesamonnts

1 Avondnq contac
contaminated  sedimei
€an rediuce your exposul
PCEs, e

2) Following the 2001
Michigan Fish Consumpti
Advisory,

3) Recause PCHBs can
accumulare i fatty Lssues,
you can reduce your intake
ul PCBs by removing the
skirrand fatty areas from fish
filets. Do nol Ny fish.
Instead, barbecue, broil, o
beke fish on an elevated
rach that allows the fat to
drip away.

Bhould  conal water be
g for B frrigation or
wiatering frsits and

virgatabies?

According to the Ma-
comb  County  Health
Dapartrant, the pracise risk
of using rcanal water 1o

i e ST

FAC TS on the 10-Mile Drainage District

irrigation of lawns ar gardens
I unknown, but likely m
low.  Homeowners sing
canal watar for irggation
purposes nesd ta
the water intake i
that does not disl
mix the sediments with
irngation watsr. Ang

before you ear them.
Can | swim or wade in the
cangl?

Me. The Mavomb County
Health Depariment doss not
recommend  swimming o
wading in cenals, These
activities should only be
pursted  at &  managed
recreational Swimming
location whers regular water
quality monitoring  and
maintenance are conductad
and wheare lifesaving
personnel are present.

Boes the Macomb Counly
Hesltk Deparkmant
consider e 10 Mile

Drainage District 3 health
risk?

The Macomb County
N_ha.s

Health
reviewed
results

Departrment
the .
and 4

presence of
sediment an aéfffﬁﬁ
TSk (0 ared
hased on th
human  exposir
require ingast
skim conlact  wit
coritaimated sediment.”
Will oot traffic oe the
canal stir up the
sediments?

Yes, Boat traffic could stir
up: the PCB-sediments
Howsver, by abiding by
existing no-wake reguiations
within the canal, sedimant
disturbance can be

£

minimized. Praliminary
sampling  resulis suggest
that the highest

concentrations of PCBs are
located at the western end
of the canal the outlzt of the

210 Mile Drainage District

ain. It is unlikely that baat
traffic will be heaury at that

‘buats cannot go
bridge, PCB cen

pracess of analyzing and
doubile-checking (validating)
more than 300 samples o
determing the scope uf the
no contamination.
Working together,  City,
County, State and [ederal
agencics will then develap a
claanup plan to address the
aroas whare tho highest
cencentrations of PCRe
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hdue, been faund. At the
time, they are
loRg-tenm

SESIMenL wponl
the wvalidated

ayailable o £ \ty and the
pubiic h’y Once Lhe
lem has

cleanup
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How ong will ‘ine cleanup
tabe, how much wil i
cost, and who will pay (o
it?

The cleanup will proceed
as a "tme eritical removal
action” which mecans that
once-the USEPA complotes
the assessmant report and
makes the determination
that that there is an
immadiate threat to the
community or  ta the
envilonment, the cleanup
can start, Under emergency
tesponse  guidslines, the
‘SEPA can fund the cleanup

the highest
-'centrauons of PCB-
taminated areas.

pucau y, cleanup similar 1o

”a ﬁhat may be needed in St
ﬁf& Clair_Shares could cost in

until {hl.
repart s
the  USEPA

ger e
. Clair Shores
L\brary has becn deslgnated
as the repository for all data
from the USEPA, Campleted

sample  data  validation
packages titled Volsme #1
of the Data Validation

Reports is available at the
reference desk. USEPA will

Qenerate a lhinal set of
assessment reparls
conlaining &l Infermarion
callected curing the

tigation, Tlis report will
vailable in the library by
g of July.

City's web site at
L also
about

mipartant links. | you do nat
have a computer at home,
Liorary offers  (ree
sS.

Inileerr

S i 40 (e (m.'nwmg
agencigs for hoir ossistance i
Jwaviding  infarmation foe thee
anicle-USEPA, MOEG. Manamn
Healtts " Depackmient,
ichrgan Uegantmen af
<om:m,mry Health  Minevs
aeparment o Puam, Feafi,
Age
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